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‘In December 1952, the Buigerian militia su-

thorities ordered a repid examination of a large number of new political cases
whisk were pending for srial. The file. of the cases were furnietied to the ju-

dicisl suthorities.

A11 those held in the Belene concentretion and forced~labor cerp were oHen-
tenced, and the situation was thus "Jegalized." As & consequence, the courts
were overworked with political cases which had to have sentenzes promounced on

them before the end of last year.

ir. unconfimed report says thet those condemmel to d:zath but whose sen-
tenses had not beer carried out up to the emd of 1952, were executed on the
night of 3C December - 31 Decembér 1352.
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The Jewish Question
Although 1t is the most recently established mission, the I..ieli Mission

" iIn Sofia has regular and numercus contacts with Bulgarien Jews at a time when
the Western legaticns have no contact with the local populaticn.

th anti-Semitic campaign, which 15 just being started by S B50X1-HUM

the ets, has as iis goal not only the serious and effective frightening of . Rt 1
. the Jews bui aiso the prevention of eny contsct between them and Western diplo- i wif s N
wimatic representatives. : Ll

g

; ‘Ag can te seen, the Prague trial hag already had much effect in 4his vay A
in Bulgsria. If it is so effective for Bulgaria, which has a small Jewish popu- SR

. letion, ther it cen be effective in other countries which have hundreds of .
o thousands of Jews. »

E g e 3 There is the question of dismissing Jews from high positicns,; for every
R Ll one of them hes relstives or friends in Israel or other Western countries, e
which constitutes for Communiet dictatorial regimes too much of & possibility .- .
. of espionage. : TR

e Knewing the Jomministe' great fear of espionsge, vne cannot logically aay;f“
“juet what they will do next. e s g o L " S

At a time when they are liquidating those who bave served the party a life-
time, they cennot have any confidence in those who have Western contacts, even
if these contacts are denied. -
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B Of ti: approximately 50,000 Jews who were in Buigaria befcre Worid War II,
there - uain now only about 6,500, waich is notking coxpared to the messes of
REITIR ‘1 living in the other Satellits countries.

o ‘adgration is not entirely suspendsd, and Jews continue to deperd, although
iz small contingents.
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It 1s not known if emigrstion will coniirus o be the msme in the futu-e
8o Neychev promised. /[Trus far/ Almost four fiftha of the Jewisn population
has succeeded in lwaving vhe country.

; If the Prague irial has mat yet had ary ffest on exigosticu of Bulgarian
Jews, one cannot deny that it struck e herd blow at the Jewe who are stil) in
the country.

For those’vishing tc depart, there is always the fear that the authorities
will change their minde end consider them traitors, because they wish to leave
their adrpted socialist country.

For those who, for family reasons or because of their Coammunist convic-
. ticns, decided to remain in the country, the situation is not much better, be-
I ceuse there 18 aluays the poseibflity thet they wiil be Zimvisssd froe iheir

rositions. This is especially true of the Jswish rerty mevibers who occupy
rore or less important posts in the aiministration.
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| Their f'ears are iustiﬁed because a nuxr'ber of Jews have alrea’h been dis~ :
mizsed from ’che*r posts. ; ; A

This being the situation the Bulgarian Jevws do not dare to go’, as‘i’or-
w omerly, to the Israel Legation to maintain a continucus contact with it, or to
B - freque'xtly to the synegogue, as they fear being accused of espionage and of
setting in motion a trisl such as was held in Pregue. : : ;

- , 50X1-HUM|
'f.';[ [Mﬂsccm s anti-Semitic policy is gntting aicold )
«'elca"re in Bulgaria from both party and nonparty mem’bers

fmtl-Sex iitiam was attractive ‘co ve*'y “ev at the ‘uinc of s,he~ Gemar‘ occupa-
. ition; end it 18 certein that a press cempaign would have no\c Asnce of sucr'ess,
itieven among militent Lommnists . ' : B R RE

e e *eeent revelatvicn of the Soviet piot againat the lesn doctors has
-;-ﬂre*celvcd mack attention throughout tne country. : : : S

The Cent. ral Committee members who mrticipatad in the 191;1‘ Congress o’ L
“the Soviet Jommunist Party in Moscow last Cctober returmed to Sefia much disil -
Ciusioned. They noticed in the course of their telks with their Soviet friends .
" thet a general uneasiness hed fellen on the USSR, and the announcement of this

plot confirmed their fears.

Local public opinion, always reedy to flare up, nas reacted the same way
to a considerable extent. It was Judged that the Soviet regime had to fight
aguir against a serious internal oppositiorn which appearei elowly during the
postwar years. Wishful thinking has led to the conclusicn, paive, to say the
least, that there i{s an imminent Bulgarian liberation, and rare indeed have
been those who have seen 8 cause and effect relationship in the present rein-
forcement of the "revolutionary vigilance" of the Sofim government.

Aowever that may be, the Chervenkov govermment is visibly attempting to
avold involving iteelf {n arv large-scale anti-Semitic operation, except yith
ceution. The affair of <he operetts "Delyana" once sgain showed the Prime Min-
ister that the Ruseian policy in Bulgaria is "divide and rule," and that kis
rival, Damyanov, is s4111 in favor wilth the Kremlin. Because of this, he has
been anlined 1o be quite modent about showing off the front which the Rusaluns
huve given hime officially, Ruben Levi hus ramained chairman of tue Committee
of teience, Art, and Culture, and only after several weeks wili it be learned
that he has nceived a8 naw post.

The purge of the militie, in vhich the Jewish element occupies an imror-
tont place, is moving very slovly. The deputy director of the militia, a Jew,
tas not been dismissed from his duties in accordance with Mcscow's demands. In
agreement with the Minister of Interior, Prime Minister Chervenkov sent him
Jtre deputy divector of the militig] to Moscov at the beginning of Jamary +o

vlead his personal cause end that of his feilow Jews. Thus, the party and its
secretary-general will be able to say, if need be, that they had to act accord-
ing to orders.

The government ettitude toward Jews who wish to emigrate is inép‘.red by
the same directives. The militia received instructions to advise those inter-
23ted to hasten their deptrtune , and there is uo Qifficulty i{n getting an exis

".." . The: fact 45 that the sumber of departures for Israel were few in the

11 months of 1252, but durirx recent weeks, this
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’t‘o_work will receive a ipifetime passport. _ :

ﬂ%eceiwe 2 provisional certificate which assigns them to & ferced reslidence (a:a‘[_'
‘e.rule, to their birthplece). . i R e e T e L

B .. 1dly, oy edministrative decision, the surplus population in cities; eapecinlly‘_'i S '

“1i, oulid, where many pecple live who do not perforh work Judged by the regiume.

“to do manual or intellesctuel work will be counted and will have to be given &

B T L W porea B X . b5

Personsl Passports

It appeers from the confidentiel instructions e
which have becn given Lo the pecple's soviets that the new ruling om pesspurts’
vwill result in dividing the populstion inte three classes. ) SERTIINLY A

The privileged class end menbers of the community who aré Ho longer: ablé o

. Workers and civil servents will gel & S—yedr pat\sspojz;t.

Persons without régular employment, or those suspected by the regime, will

This set of messures will permit the government to expel 'sm;ﬁl}"\ ‘a'nd 'ray-, \

to be useful to the community. o el :
Furthermore, im Bulgaria, as inm the USSR, 21l men and women in & poreitiox':l‘_:.-\ - g

work book. This messurs, alarming to meny Bulgariane, wiil allow the party to
introduce forced labor in factories or on the collective farms, because the
Bulgarian nationals vho have only provisional certificates can see that they
may be ss6signed to forced residences at any time.

This nevw legislation, which transforms the country intc an immenss forced-
isbor cemp, gives the governmant a poverful weapon for ssserting its discretion-
ary power over all subjects and also for strengthening {ts control in time of
peace, as well as during var.

PASSFORT PHOTOGRAPHS TO BE TAKEN

S50X1-HUM e
The "Bulgarsks.Fotografiya" (Bulgarian Photography) State Enterprise,
which is attached to the Committes for Cinematogrsphy, places ite permanent I
and temporary phote studios at the dlsposal of the local population to have :
passpurt photographs taken. The photographs will be takan in sccordance with
“he diractione given vy the Ministry of Intsrior on 29 Docembor 1952. FPhroto-
gregia will be taken in s~cordence with tne @trectiuns given by the Ministry
of Intarior on 29 Decexber 1952. Fhotogrephs not %usen in mscordance witi
specifications may be refused by the passport cffics. The tarirg of pessport
vhotographe will be organized by primary CF (Otechestven Front, Fatherland
F‘ronzgrorgmizations .
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